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sylvania.
‘‘Mary Frances Berry is a civil rights scholar

as well as an advocate,’’ said the President. ‘‘I
am proud to make this historic nomination, and
I have every confidence in the commitment and
abilities of Ms. Berry. Her distinguished life and

career uniquely qualify her for this new leader-
ship role.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Secretary and Under Secretary of the Army
September 17, 1993

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Togo Dennis West, Jr., a veteran
of the Defense Department and a former Army
officer, as Secretary of the Army. The President
also announced his intention to nominate Joe
R. Reeder Under Secretary of the Army.

‘‘I am pleased today to announce my nomina-
tion of Togo West as our new Secretary of the
Army,’’ the President said. ‘‘Togo is a seasoned
veteran of the Defense Department who knows

firsthand the challenges facing our fighting men
and women. I am confident he will do an excel-
lent job of leading our Army as we adapt to
the changes forced by the end of the cold war,
while continuing to ensure that our fighting
force remains number one in the world.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Ambassador to Brunei
September 17, 1993

The President today announced his intention
to nominate career Foreign Service officer The-
resa Anne Tull as Ambassador to Brunei.

‘‘Theresa Anne Tull has spent her entire life
serving our country in the Foreign Service,’’ the
President said. ‘‘I am certain she will use that

experience to represent America well overseas
and am proud that she has accepted this chal-
lenge.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s Radio Address
September 18, 1993

Good morning. This week we’ve seen inspir-
ing examples of people reaching across their dif-
ferences, having the courage to change, to
achieve what is best for everyone.

On Monday, I had the great honor of hosting
Israeli Prime Minister Rabin and PLO Chairman
Arafat for the signing of the historic peace
agreement between two peoples who have been
engaged in a century of bitter conflict. Their
unforgettable handshake holds the hope of a
normal and more secure life for Israelis and

Palestinians. And with American leadership we
can build on this historic agreement to promote
peace throughout the region and beyond.

On Tuesday, I signed agreements strength-
ening the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment protecting labor and environmental stand-
ards in Mexico, Canada, and the United States.
I was joined by former Presidents from both
parties: President Bush, President Carter, and
President
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Ford. We stood together because NAFTA will
create jobs here in the United States, 200,000
jobs by 1995.

This week, Americans began a new chapter
in our national discussion about one of our
greatest challenges, how to preserve what’s right
and fix what’s wrong with our health care sys-
tem. In the Rose Garden on Thursday, the First
Lady and I and Vice President and Tipper Gore
met with a few of the people from all across
America who had written to us about their expe-
riences with health care and their growing inse-
curity.

Nine months ago, when I asked Americans
to send us their thoughts about health care,
I had no idea we would receive over 700,000
letters. If you read some of those letters, as
I have, the picture becomes clear: Even the
millions of Americans who enjoy good health
care coverage today are concerned that it won’t
be there for them next month or next year.
Their stories make me even more determined
than ever to provide health security to every
American.

On Thursday morning, I spoke with Mabel
Piley from Iola, Kansas. She and her husband
own a small garden shop. After they each had
minor surgery, their insurance premiums more
than tripled in 4 years, until they hit $900 a
month. They finally had to drop the coverage.
Since then they found new coverage but with
a $2,500 annual deductible. She told me, ‘‘My
concern now is for my children and grand-
children. I sincerely hope our Government can
do something about this runaway nightmare of
a problem.’’

And I heard a heartbreaking story from
Margie Silverman of Miami, about her 28-year-
old daughter who lives in California. Last year,
her daughter had a serious operation. And now,
at a time when her daughter needs to be with
her family, she can’t move back home. That’s
because she’s insured through a company that
doesn’t operate in Florida. And no other com-
pany will cover her because of her preexisting
condition.

These problems and many others like them
affect us as Americans, not as Democrats or
Republicans, and frankly, not as people who
consume health care and those who provide it.
I talked to doctors and nurses today who are
heartsick at the burden of unnecessary paper-
work. At the Children’s Hospital here in Wash-
ington, the doctors told me that $2 million a

year is spent on paperwork that has nothing
to do with caring for patients, that the average
doctor has to give up the chance to see 500
more patients a year just to fill out forms.

I know we can work together, across the lines
of partisanship, to solve these problems and find
an American answer to this American challenge.

On Wednesday night, when I speak before
a joint session of Congress, I will ask the Con-
gress to provide every American with com-
prehensive health care benefits that cannot be
taken away. I’ll ask Congress to work with me
to reduce costs, increase choices, improve qual-
ity, cut paperwork, and keep our health care
the finest in the world. And I’ll ask members
of both parties to work together for this impor-
tant purpose.

We have to work together because there is
so much that is good about American medicine
that we must preserve. We have the best doctors
and nurses, the finest hospitals, the most ad-
vanced research, the most sophisticated tech-
nology in the world. We cherish this as Ameri-
cans, and we’ll never give them up, nor will
we give up our right to choose our doctors,
our hospitals, and our medical treatments. That
is especially true for older Americans, who’ve
worked their whole lives and deserve this secu-
rity. I want to say to those older Americans
listening today: Our plan offers you more peace
of mind.

First—and this is something I feel strongly
about—we will maintain the Medicare program.
If you’re happy with Medicare, you can stay
in it. And we’re going to increase your choices
and give you the chance to join a less expensive
plan, but it’ll be your choice. We’re also going
to maintain your right to choose your own doc-
tor, and you’ll continue to get the benefits you
get now.

Second, we must do something about the
human tragedy of older Americans who are
forced to choose, literally choose every week
between medicine and food or housing. Pre-
scription drugs, currently the largest out-of-
pocket expense for older Americans, will be cov-
ered under this proposal.

Third, our initiative will expand services for
older Americans with serious illnesses or disabil-
ities. Today, about 75 percent of elderly Ameri-
cans with serious illness receive care from their
families. But often these families can’t afford
the services they really need. Now, for the first
time, all older Americans with serious impair-
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ments will be eligible for care in their homes
or in community-based settings that they choose.
This will help them be near their families while
receiving the care they need.

Finally, this initiative will offer tax incentives
that will make private insurance more affordable
for older Americans seeking coverage for long-
term care.

Sixty years ago, in the midst of the Great
Depression, America provided Social Security
for all Americans so that a lifetime of work
would be rewarded by a dignified retirement.
Now it’s time to provide health security for all
Americans so that people who work hard and

take responsibility for their own lives can enjoy
the peace of mind they deserve. To reach this
goal, I want to work with everyone, doctors and
patients, business and labor, Republicans and
Democrats. At a time when the world is filled
with new hope and possibility, let’s work to-
gether for a great goal worthy of our great Na-
tion.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:04 p.m. on
September 17 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
18.

Remarks at the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Dinner
September 18, 1993

Thank you very much. Senator Carol Moseley-
Braun, I’ll never forget the first time I saw
you campaigning in Chicago in the spring of
1992. I told Hillary that night when I called
her on the phone that I didn’t know if you
could be elected to the Senate, but whatever
it is you have to have in politics to make it,
you’ve got it. I saw it that night. I knew it
then. And now, Jesse Helms knows it, too.

I have had a wonderful time tonight seeing
friends from all over America, all kinds of peo-
ple, people in politics, people in private life.
It’s been a great joy to see so many of you
here. I also had a wonderful time tonight listen-
ing to the music. I just want to say again, as
a child of the sixties, I love listening to Shanice
and Crystal and Penny Wilson. I love seeing
the Boyz 2 Men, knowing they could sing some
songs that were alive in my childhood and be-
fore they were born. And I love hearing Martha
Reeves and the Vandellas again. I did play with
them 6 years ago, just as she said, up in Michi-
gan, and I’m sorry I was disabled from playing
with them tonight, but maybe I can have a
raincheck.

I want to thank the chairman of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, Congressman Mfume; the
Caucus Foundation chairman, Alan Wheat, and
my neighbor, the honorary chairman of this
weekend, Harold Ford. I also want to acknowl-
edge the presence of two people I understand
are here, but I have not seen them tonight,

the chairman of the Southern Governors’ Con-
ference, Governor Doug Wilder of Virginia, and
the next Mayor of New York City, David
Dinkins.

I have many friends in the Congressional
Black Caucus: Some I never met before I was
elected President; some I have known for years
and years; some I’ve just had the opportunity
to work with; some who walked the long and
hard road with me from the beginning of my
long and sometimes lonely quest to win the
Presidency. But I can tell you this: As a group,
they are a group of truly outstanding and com-
mitted leaders who do their best to think inde-
pendently but to act together when it’s in the
interest of their people.

Tonight, from the bottom of my heart, more
than anything else I just wanted to come here
and say to them, thank you. Thank you for your
support. Thank you for your constructive criti-
cism. Thank you for your vigor and your caring.
Thank you for the consistency with which you
approach your work. I wish every one of you
could see them working, working every day up
here on these problems, problems that are as
profound as have confronted our country in a
very long time. I hope you will be patient with
them and maybe a little with your President
when we can’t work miracles. We don’t always
have an operating majority, but they are a fero-
cious crowd, and they get things done, and they
have made a difference.
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